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Dear Friends and Fellow-Supporters of the Arts,

In 2019, the Salem Art Association (SAA) marked 
its centennial year – a special year of celebration 
and recognition for all that it has brought to the 
communities in the mid-valley over the last 100 years. 
Over this time, SAA has been on the front lines of 
community building and serving the region as its 
primary arts organization, annually impacting nearly 
70,000 people. 

It was an exciting year indeed. In addition to 
programming described below, SAA unveiled its new 
branding in the form of a fresh logo at the January 
exhibition. Along with the logo, SAA launched the 
centennial version that was used throughout 2019. This 
was followed by a new website design a few months 
later. 

On the morning of September 6, SAA was honored at 
the 2019 SEDCOR (Strategic Economic Development 
Corporation) Awards ceremony for its significant impact 
to the culture, economy and quality of life to the mid-
Willamette Valley over its 100 years of service.  

In the evening of that same day (Sept. 6, 2019), SAA 
celebrated its centennial year with the dedication of 
Sentinels, a commemorative outdoor public sculpture, 
installed in front of the Bush Barn Art Center in Bush’s 
Pasture Park. With the placement of this sculpture in 
a beloved city park, it ensures access to people of 
all economic backgrounds. The sculpture serves as 
a symbol of our continued connection through the 
exploration of the arts. Aptly named Sentinels, it pays 
homage to those who came before, to those whose 
contribution to our community lives on in what they left 
behind. 

At the same time, SAA published its first catalogue of 
the Permanent Collection with the much appreciated 
support of the Gallery Guides.    

Sandra Burnett – Executive Director 

2019 ANNUAL REPORT

The Salem Art Association offers multiple programs and art 
services to the community, and in order to achieve optimal 
operation, a large cadre of volunteers is vital to its success. In 
2019, approximately 1,800 community members volunteered at 
either an event or in some long-term capacity in one of SAA’s 
programs. The vast number of volunteers is representative of a 
clear desire on the part of the community to be involved with SAA 
in meaningful ways, contributing over 12,000 hours annually. 

THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS!

ARTS EDUCATION

In the 2018-2019 school year, the Community Arts Education School Program delivered 
the following programming: (1) The Artist in the Schools program delivered direct arts 
education to 3,950 K-12 students in Marion, Polk, and Yamhill counties; (2) the High 
School Arts Mentorship Program paired 15 high school students with professional artists 
in 8-month arts mentorships, culminating in a student-led exhibit at IKE Box; (3) the 
Middle School Creative Writing Workshop, offered 10 area middle school students 12 
writing sessions, concluding with a final reading with invited peers and parents; and (4) 
the Art Tent—set up in Bush’s Pasture Park adjacent to the Bush Barn Annex—provided 
free art for kids in the park for 6 consecutive Tuesdays in July and August, engaging 
~350 participants in making art; some families returned every week. 

ARTS & HISTORY IMMERSION PROGRAM

In 2019, the Arts & History Immersion Program, a collaboration 
between SAA and Bush House Museum, provided free 
educational and cultural field trips to 730 4th-grade students 
attending high-poverty Title I schools. The field trips provided 
concrete connections to classroom learning, supported teachers 
in aligning with Social Science standards, and offered students 
first-hand experiences with contemporary art. For over 75% of 
the students, it was their first visit to an art or history museum. 
Each student was given a free family pass for a future visit to the 
Bush House Museum to sustain student interest in visiting cultural 
resources and offer families avenues to cultural assets. 
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THE BUSH BARN ANNEX

In 2019, the Bush Barn Annex featured 11 exhibitions and installations, 16 Artist-in-
Residencies, and hosted 7 lectures, including panel discussions, conversations, artist 
talks, and presentations, all free and open to the public. The Annex, operated by the 
Community Arts Education program, encourages work conceptualized and presented 
by LGBTQ, Latinx, people of color, and other underrepresented communities. The 
Annex’s community-based approach focuses on participation and invites the voices 
of varied artists and groups. The 2019 yearlong collaborative project between Latinos 
Unidos Siempre (LUS) and SAA strengthened the participation of young Latinx artists 
in our community. The project concluded in December 2019 with a graffiti exhibit and 
panel discussion in SAA’s Annex: Abolish the School 2 Prison Pipeline. LUS Director 
Sandra Hernadez Lomeli said, “The exhibit reflects the work of LUS to combat local 
and national systemic and social issues impacting people of color and youth.” 

BUSH BARN ART GALLERIES

To open our centennial year, the Bush Barn Art Galleries presented She Flies with 
Her Own Wings (Jan. 19-Feb. 23, 2019), a juried group exhibition featuring women, 
non-binary, and gender non-conforming people living or working in Oregon. The 
artworks included were juried by Laura Mack, an artist, educator, and advocate for 
art education. In her juror’s statement, Mack said, “She Flies with Her Own Wings is 
Oregon’s state motto. Oregon is independent and visionary. Because of this, Oregon 
attracts like-minded souls. Second only to Vermont, Oregon is a state people choose. 
Likewise, these exhibiting artists are chosen not only for their Oregon connection, 
but for their independent visions.”

Through 2019, the Galleries Program in the Bush Barn Art Center provided visitors with 
22 free artist exhibitions, as well as ongoing free events: art talks, panel discussions, 
opening receptions, and the annual K-12 Young Artists’ Showcase. Six artist talks/
lectures were held in conjunction with 6 major exhibitions and receptions at the Bush 
Barn Art Center. In addition, 12 artist lectures were held during the monthly meetings 
of the Gallery Guides, as well as one “Arts in Our Lives” lecture. 

SALEM ART FAIR & FESTIVAL

In 2019, the Salem Art Fair & Festival marked its 70th anniversary, 
a testament to its longevity, its importance in the community, 
and its continued impact on the economy and tourism. The 
largest community-building event of its kind in the Pacific 
Northwest, the 2019 Art Fair drew 35,200 fairgoers. Residents 
and visitors congregated in Bush’s Pasture Park enjoying 3 days 
of fine art, live entertainment, youth activities, and merriment 
that was accessible to a broad spectrum of people. Many 
Salem kids and their families participated in the Kids’ Court 
activities and the Children’s Parade that kicked off Art Fair on 
Friday morning. The 70th anniversary was a stellar year, and 
artists shared rave reviews:

FINANCIALS
We are pleased to report that SAA’s positive financial  
performance in 2019 helped face the challenges of 2020.  SAA 
continues to build new and impactful programming and, in 
particular, has prioritized the intentional inclusion of previously 
underrepresented communities.  These achievements are 
made possible by the generous and thoughtful support of our 
members, donors, grantors, and sponsors, and through the 
efforts of our dedicated staff. 

Bush Barn Art Galleries
Community Arts Education
Salem Art Fair & Festival
Marketing & Fundraising
General Operating
Bush House Museum support

Total

 Income 
 $ 175,704 
 $ 84,591 
 $ 427,018 
 $ 160,185 
 $ 179,261 
 $ - 

 $ 1,026,759 

 Expense 
  $ 279,766 
 $ 166,186 
 $ 324,624 
 $ 121,711 
 $ 64,593 
 $ 69,937 

 $ 1,026,816 

[Endowment Foundation Fund Value is $902,281]

INCOME Individuals/Memberships

Grants

Art in Education Fees

Sales/Admissions Income

Endowment Income

Salem Art Fair & Festival

Special Events - Clay Ball & Other

•	 Artists are truly appreciated.
•	 The quality of art went up this year.
•	 Love the venue & customers happy to see me back.
•	 Very impressive smooth operation – great experience.
•	 I love coming to this show and look forward to it!
•	 One of my very favorite shows!
•	 What a great community and overall feeling of fellowship. 

SPONSORS

Platinum | $10,000 & Above

Capitol Toyota
Spirit Mountain Casino

Gold | $5,000-9,999

City of Salem
Gilgamesh Brewing
Grove, Mueller & Swank
LeafFilter Gutter Protection
Maps Credit Union
Michele J. Patterson
Mountain West Investment
   Corporation
Pence Northwest Construction
Salem Health

Silver | $2,500-4,999

Bryn Mawr Vineyards
Buck’s Sanitary Services
Collier Law
Common Era Collective
Groome Transportation
Hoots, Baker & Wiley, PC
Kettle Brand
Kraft Custom Construction, Inc.
Marion County Environmental
   Services
Roth’s Fresh Markets
Sunbelt Rentals
Willamette Week

Bronze | $1,000-2,499

Allied Video
Capital Manor
Cascade Warehouse
CB | Two Architects
Evans, Batlan, Getchell LLC
Falk (EMS)
Ferder, Casebeer, French & 	
   Thompson, LLP
Garten Services
Grove, Mueller & Swank, PC
Hampton Inn & Suites by Hilton
Huggins Insurance Service Bliss 
Sequoia
LifeSource Natural Foods
O’Neill Pine Company
Only the Best Sound Mobile DJ
Pioneer Trust Bank
Salem Convention Center
Saalfeld Griggs PC
Salem Printing & Blueprint, Inc.
Taproot
The Grand Hotel
Willamette Valley Vineyards

Patron | $500-999

Affordable Framing
Baker Commodities
Warren Bednarz
Bon Appetit-Willamette 
   University
Creekside Golf Club
FASTSIGNS
Coldwell Banker Commercial 
Mountain West Real Estate
Paula Kanarek & Ross Kaplan
Northern Lights Theatre Pub
Republic Services
Roth’s Vista
Saffron Supply Co.
Salem Gastroenterology 
   Consultants
Salem Pediatric Clinic
Sherman, Sherman, Johnnie &    	
   Hoyt, LLP
Sierra Springs
Wandering Aengus Ciderworks
Willamette Pie Company
Windedahl, Rangitsch,  	  	
   Groeneveld & Norton, LLC,   	
   CPA’s

DONORS

$10,000 & Above
Michele j. Patterson

$5,000-9,999
Janet Neuburg
Bob & Marypat Hill
Jon & Kathy Lauer

$1,000-4,999
Bobbie Clyde
Jane Cummins & Phil Fidler
Diana Gardener
Gary & Lisa Hardey
Bill & Judy Meier
Paul & Lucia Norris
Dan & Karen Sewell in memory 	
    of Howard P. Smith

$500-999
Craig & Pat Anderson
Roger Heusser
Terri & Roger Kirschner
Ann Kresge in memory of June    
   Kresge
David Lichter
Mark & Cindy Mueller
Bud & Selma Pierce
Tim & Kari Ramey
Kathie Stevens
Charles & Phoebe Swank
John & Coleen Van Dreal
Kathy Wilson & Doug Parham

$250-499
Jana Carp
Sally & Ray Hollemon
Mark Ahnrud in memory of Sue King
The Anello Family
Richard & Eleanor Berry
William Chisholm in memory of  
    Amazing Grace
Christine Chute & Walter Perry
Roger & Patricia Deminna in 	
    memory of Howard P. Smith
Roger & Patricia Deminna in 
    memory of Wayne Haverson
Molly Dinsdale
Coburn L. Grabenhorst, Jr.
Carol and Jim Green
Peter & Jenny Hoelter
Alex & Philip Johnson
Bob & Judy Martin
Joel A. Munn in memory of 
   Howard P. Smith 
John Shirley in memory of 
   Howard P. Smith
Bob & Kate Speckman
Dennis C. Staley in memory of 
   Howard P. Smith
Robert Stebner
TJ & Christie Sullivan
Cecilia & Jessica Ritter
Davida & Slate Wilson in memory 
    of Marylou Green

CLAY BALL LIVE AUCTION

Jon Colburn
Haley’s Hero’s Foundation
Howard and Dayna Collins
George Essaides
Steve Freeburg – TableFIVE08
Jan Gassner 
Carol and Jim Green
Tim Knight
Tom Kunke
Shari Lord
Therese Misner
John Oberdorf
James Southworth 
Susan Trueblood Stuart
Slate Wilson
Eric Wuest 
John Van Dreal
Willamette Valley Vineyards

MEMBERSHIP

Benefactor | $1,000
Roger Heusser
Jon & Kathy Lauer
Robert S. & Leslie Coleman 
   Zeigen

Patron | $500
Jacqueline Heavey & Mark 
   Dolan Linda Teal

Partner | $250
Judy Beck
Jim Brown
Charles & Ruth Clarkson
Peter & Leslie Dinsdale
Michael Hare & Alison 
   Archambault
Sally & Ray Hollemon
Betsy & John Messer
Mary & Karl Paulson
Gary & Catherine Pederson
Cecilia & Jessica Ritter
Steve & Christine Tandy

GRANTORS

Autzen Foundation
City of Salem TOT Fund 
Larry and Jeanette Epping 
    Family Foundation
Bob and Marypat Hill Fund of 
    Oregon Community 	
    Foundation
James F. & Marion L. Miller 	   	
    Foundation
National Endowment for the 
    Arts	   
Oregon Arts Commission, a state 
    agency 
PGE Foundation
The Reser Family Foundation
Salem Foundation – Henry and 	
   Vera Compton Memorial Fund
Salem Sunrise Rotary
Walmart Community Grant 	
   Program
William S. Walton Charitable 	
   Trust  

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING YOUR LOCAL NON-PROFIT ARTS ORGANIZATION

Art is the great equalizer:

It takes us above our conflicts.

It opens us to the possibility of 
views we didn’t even know existed.

It opens us to awe-inspiring   
    experiences.

It opens us to creation.

It opens us.


