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Dear Friends,

The arts bring enormous value to a community. They are a refl ecti on 
of the world we live in—its joys and sorrows, its beauty and trials. 
The arts have transformati ve power for each of us, helping us to 
become more thoughtf ul and mindful of others. What’s more, 
today’s arts become the heritage of future generati ons. Having 
served the Salem community for over 90 years, we, at the Salem Art 
Associati on, are well aware of this fact.

In 2010, with both SAA’s history and future in mind, I formed the 
SAA Legacy Society, a Planned Giving Program in which donated 
funds are invested in SAA’s Endowment Foundati on and stewarded 
by the Foundati on’s board of directors. A gift  to the Legacy Society 
will sustain SAA for decades into the future.

I invite you to join the Legacy Society. You don’t need to make a gift  
today. Rather, you can make a commitment for a future gift  through 
an estate or will. A commitment of any size makes you a member of 
the Legacy Society. Your gift  is about the “big picture”—helping to 
ensure that the arts are available to our grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

During this fi rst phase, new members of the Legacy Society will 
be designated as Founding Members. Some of you have already 
included SAA in your estate planning. If so, please let us know so 
that we may acknowledge you as a Founding Member and include 
you in Legacy Society acti viti es.  

Sincerely,
Sandra Burnett 
SAA Executi ve Director

“I began to truly appreciate the arts during my career as an 
educator. I worked with many students who struggled with verbal 
and writt en expression. But through the arts, these students fi nally 
found their avenue of arti culati on...they were able to make their 
thoughts visible.” 
-John Lake, President of the Board of Directors
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BUSH HOUSE MUSEUM
In 2010, the Bush House Museum welcomed 
2,700 adults, seniors, students, and children for 
guided tours, quarterly open houses, and eight 
group tours. Staff and volunteers reshelved the 
Bush Family Archives, accept several artifacts 
into the permanent collection, and continue to 
work with the vintage clothing collection. 

New acquisitions include the long-term loan of 
the original Bush Family dining furniture from 
the estate of Sam Bush, and the transfer of Bush 
Family books, personal papers, and historic 
photographs from the Oregon State Library. 
The museum received a grant from the Oregon 
Heritage Commission for a Labeling Workshop, 
drawing many local museum attendees.

Throughout the year, two temporary exhibitions 
featured the museum’s collection of vintage 
clothing accessories and a local quilt collector’s 
rare appliqué quilts from the 1860s and 1870s. 
The Bush House Museum was one of 18 local 
museums which participated in the Hidden 
Gems – A Mid-Valley Extravaganza exhibition at 
the Willamette Heritage Center. 

Work has also begun on a room-by-room 
inventory of the museum, updating operating 
policies, and the creation of a signature 
fundraising event, Pie-oneer Day, scheduled 
for fall 2011. To date this event has attracted a 
$2,500 sponsorship from Salem Electric and a 
$2,000 TOT grant from the City of Salem. 

As a final highlight of 2010, the restoration of 
the Bush Conservatory is complete! In 2009, the 
dilapidated Conservatory was condemned by 
the City, hastening fundraising efforts already 
undertaken in 2008 by the Friends of Bush 
Gardens (FOBG) to support its renovation. 
Ultimately, over $200,000 was raised. FOBG and 
SAA are proud to announce the completion of 
this important community effort. We invite you 
to visit the Conservatory on June 4, 2011, the 
day of Asahel Bush’s 189 brithday!

BUSH BARN ART CENTER GALLERIES
In 2010, the Salem Art Association Galleries Program presented 
18 diverse art exhibitions in the A.N. Bush, Camas, and Focus 
Galleries featuring regional and national artists working in a wide 
variety of art mediums. This schedule represents an increase in 
the number of exhibits from 15 in 2009. The installation of a wall 
between the Camas Gallery and the Gift Store in April  effectively 
inaugurated the Camas Gallery as a third fine art exhibition space 
at the Bush Barn Art Center. Six exhibitions were presented in this 
newly-created venue in 2010.

Highlights of the 2010 exhibition schedule include:
• Salem-Keizer Schools Show—three successive group exhibits 
of art created by K-12 students. 2010 marked the 45th year SAA 
has hosted this show.
• Assembled: Narratives in Wood and Metal—group exhibition 
of assemblage works by Rick Bartow, Tim Timmerman, Chris 
Giffin, Andries Fourie, and Ann Kresge.
• Radius 25: Patterns of Place—a group exhibition of work by 
artists living in a 25-mile radius of Salem. This show was jointly 
juried and curated by Roger and Bonnie Hull.
• Onji: Art & Haiku—a group exhibition of artwork by regional 
artists displayed with Japanese-style haiku poems written by 
members of the Salem community.
• Holiday Showcase—SAA’s annual exhibition and sale of arts, 
crafts, and handmade gift items from regional artists and artisans. 
The showcase opened with the annual Holiday Gala. The title for 
this event was “Croon & Swoon” and attendees were encouraged 
to come in 1940s costume. Live big band music, a costume 
contest, and photos with Santa added to the festive atmosphere.
• Solo exhibitions of artwork by Nancy Eng, Deanna White, Jon 
Colburn, David Nielsen, David Trowbridge, and Gonzalo Marin, all 
of whom work or live in the Willamette Valley.

In 2010, the Galleries Program also hosted several exhibitions 
organized and/or curated by the SAA Community Arts Education 
staff and worked with four collegiate interns who assisted with 
the planning and organization of the newly-instituted artist 
concierge service at the Salem Art Fair & Festival, as well as an 
outreach initiative at the Oregon State Fair, a group exhibition in 
the Camas Gallery, and Art Fusion, a new series of evening events 
geared toward visitors in a younger demographic. 

In December, the Galleries Program organized a DIY 
(Do-It-Yourself) Day with arts and crafts workshops, 
demonstrations, and a panel discussion. This event was the result 
of a collaboration between the SAA Galleries and SAA’s Artist 
Services Program.

Elizabeth Bauman’s The Architect from the Radius 25 Exhibit



FINANCIALS
Since 2008, Friends of Bush Gardens has raised funds to 
restore the Bush Conservatory. GAAP requires that 
expenditures are recorded in the year used, and, in 2010, 
the Conservatory restoration began. SAA’s budget, 
therefore, reflects this major expenditure in 2010. With the 
Conservatory restoration complete and cost cutting 
measures implemented, SAA is looking forward to an  
improved financial position in 2011.  
   
    Income  Expense
Salem Art Fair  & Festival $377,125  $149,790 
Bush House   $10,552  $54,343 
Galleries   $111,912  $144,245 
Clay Ball   $117,334  $54,648 
Community Arts Education $134,427  $153,743 
Development/Marketing $49,233  $191,432 
Friends of Bush Gardens $87,617  $192,304 
General Administration  $133,262  $228,413 
    
Totals:    $1,021,462  $1,168,918 

FUNDRAISING EVENTS
Ranked 20th in the nation, the Salem Art Fair & 
Festival, SAA’s biggest annual fundraising event, 
showcases artists from all across the nation during 
the three-day festival, features 30 bands on two 
stages, and helps to support over 50 local non-
profit organizations. The 2010 Art Fair netted almost 
$230,000 to help support the programs of the 
Salem Art Association. 

Thanks to the generosity of sponsors, artists, local 
businesses, and art patrons, the 2010 Clay Ball netted 
over $62,000 and drew almost 600 attendees. Clay Ball 
is a much anticipated art auction and dinner held each 
spring. The highlight of the evening was the bidding 
war over Portland artist Daniel Ng’s “Hill Top Tuscany” 
painting which fetched over $3,000 at auction.

Art & Poetry Project • Photo by Frank Miller

COMMUNITY ARTS EDUCATION
In 2010, SAA’s Community Arts Education’s Artists’ Services 
Program provided Monthly Artists Gatherings, a Statesman 
Journal collaboration with articles written each month, the 
Dialogical exhibit, a re-invented Studio Annex 
Artist-in-Residence Program, Project Space (a three-month 
contemporary art space in downtown Salem), five events 
as part of the New Works Lecture & Performance Series, 
a full-year High School Art Program, and grants written by 
program staff. This Program and its one half-time employee 
secured $19,000 in grant funding, provided programming 
for 3,685 participants, created seven exhibitions, exhibited 
and/or published 46 artists and writers, created 28 events 
for our community, organized 15 Statesman Journal articles, 
and provided bi-monthly programming for a full school year 
for high school students. 

The School Arts In Education component of the Community 
Arts Education Program served over 11,000 students in 
Marion, Polk, and Yamhill Counties through residencies, 
in- and after-school programs, assemblies, workshops, and 
performances. Funded by a $10,000 grant from The Collins 
Foundation and an $8,000 grant from the Assistance League 
of Salem, the third annual Art & Poetry exhibit featured 
works by over 400 students from Adam Stevens, Parrish, 
and Waldo Middle schools. Over 500 community members 
attended opening receptions and poetry readings. Ongoing 
programs included Aumsville Panther Plus, Perrydale, and 
Amity in-school programs, and McMinnville Schools Arts In 
Education programs. 

SAA ENDOWMENT FOUNDATION
The SAAEF was established to manage and build, 
through legacy gifts and annual donations,  a 
permanent endowment to support the work of the 
Salem Art Association. We thank the members of the 
2010 Board of Directors for their dedication to the task 
of stewarding this fund: Michele Patterson 
(President), Bob Hill (Treasurer), Erich Paetsch, 
Davida Wilson, Betty Wiley, Carol Green, Paula Kanarek, 
Rich Harcourt, and Efrain Diaz-Horna. 
Leaving the board in 2010 were Randy Sutton, 
Patrice Altenhofen, and Kate Speckman. Thank you 
for your tireless hours of service over many years. 
We would especially like to remember the dedication 
of long-time board member Marv Abeene, who passed 
away in June 2010.



These SAA supporters made contributions, sponsorships, and in-kind gifts above and beyond membership:

GRANT PROVIDERS: Gallery Guides • Meyer Memorial Trust • Larry and Jeanette Epping Family Fund 
     Mountain West Investment Corp. • Oregon Arts Commission • Oregon Heritage Commission  
     Trust Management Services • Umpqua Bank 

CORPORATE SPONSORS

Platinum - $10,000 and above
City of Salem - Public Works Dept.
Spirit Mountain Casino
Statesman Journal

Gold - $5,000 - $9,999
CB|Two Architects & Construction 
HUT Shuttle 
Kettle Foods
LCG Pence Construction, LLC
SAA Endowment Foundation
Willamette University

Silver - $2,500 - $4,999
Allstar Tents 
Dobbes Family Estate
Kraft Custom Construction 
Maps Credit Union
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney
     -Davida Wilson
Salem Electric
Salem Health
T-Mobile

Bronze - $1,000 - $2,499
Capitol Auto Group 
Carrie Moser Graphic Design
Cascade Warehouse 
Columbia Distributing 
Fidelity National Title 
Gall Real Estate Services, LLC 
Gallagher Fitness Resources 
Grand Hotel in Salem
Grove, Mueller & Swank, P.C.
Heltzel, Williams, Yandell, Roth, 
     Smith, Petersen & Lush, P.C. 
Hoffman Construction 
In House Graphics
Integrity First Financial 
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney
     -Mike Morrison
Mountain West Investment Corp.
Northside Electric 
O’Neill Pine Company
Pacific Pride Services, Inc.
Rural/Metro Ambulance 
Saalfeld Griggs
Salem Conference Center

Patron - $500 - $999
Advantage Precast Inc.
Allied Video Productions
Allied Waste of Salem 
Cycle Sports
Dagoba Chocolates
Ferder, Casebeer, French & Thompson, LLP
French Press
Frontier Bank 
Hoots, Baker & Wiley, P.C. 
Marion County Public Works
     -Environmental Services
Rotary Club of Salem
Salem Printing & Blueprint, Inc.
Sherman, Sherman, Johnnie & Hoyt LLP
Signworks of Oregon
State Farm Insurance
WBH Financial Services 
Windedahl, Rangitsch, Groeneveld & 
     Norton, LLC

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Patron - $500 - $999
Achterman, Gail L. 
Adams, Pat & John 
Addams, Cynthia & Steven 
Epping, Janice 
Ferder, Paul 
Forrester, Mike & Pam Collins Forrester
Freres, Rob & Jane 
Green, Carol & Jim 
Hall, Diana 
Miller, Frank 
Nishioka, Dr. Gary & Linda 
Preston, Holly 
Stark, Roberta 
Wallace, Bob

Susatainer - $250 - $499
Allis, Edward L. 
Birdsong, J. 
Bottcher, Jean 
Box, Jack & Sarah 
Clarkson, Charles & Ruth 
Cline, Craig & Cherie 
Dinsdale, Peter & Leslie 
Essaides, Constance 
Etzel, Dr. Fara 
Ferguson, Rodney & Doreen 
Finch Gnehm, Jesse & Kurstin 
Freepons, Nikki 
Hanus, Joe & Janet Williams Hanus 
Hollemon, Ray & Sally 
Hull, Roger & Bonnie 
Johnson, William & Carolyn 
Lau, Dave & Ann 
Lichter, David and Carole Orloff 
Mohrenweiser, Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 
Mueller, Mark & Cindy 
Paetsch, Erich & Heather 
Pelton, Carol & Julia Leslie 
Peterson, Marjorie & Jeff Philpott 
Shirack, Jon
Stebner, Robert 
Stone, Gretchen & Gordon 

Benefactor - $1,000 and above
Brandaw, Garth & Joan 
Golden, Thomas & Ethelwyne 
Griggs, Chane & James 
Harcourt, Rich & Carolyn 
Heusser, Roger & Nadine 
Hill, Bob & Marypat 
Humelbaugh, Homer 
Kanarek, Paula & Ross Kaplan 
Kresge, June D. & Grant C.
McWhorter, Wes & Wendy 
Meier, W.R. & Judy
Miller, John & Susan
Miller, Rob & Sally
Miller, Susan
Patterson, Michelle J.
Perry, Walter & Christine Chute

Bronze Continued
Saalfeld Griggs
Salem Conference Center 
Sunbelt Rentals 
Valley Credit Union 
West Coast Bank
Willamette Ear, Nose, Throat 
     & Facial Plastic Surgery 
Willamette Valley Life Magazine

Benefactor Continued
Scott, Pam & Jack 
Stevens, Ellen &Thomas 
Wilson, Davida & Slate 
Wood, Sally & Bernard 
Zeigen, Bob & Leslie


